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1. NIHR Sheffield Biomedical Research Centre (BRC): Translational Neuroscience for Chronic 
Neurological Disorders (April 2017- March 2022) 
The public fundraising campaign for the new MRI-PET scanner reached its ambitious target of 
£2million just before Christmas 2018 (https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/staff/news/target-reached-
sheffield-scanner-campaign-1.820760). Work has started on site at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital 
(RHH) with the principal contractor Kier establishing their site offices and also the site boundary. 
Work to demolish the old ambulance bay canopy has been completed. The scanner facility is 
expected to be operational by Spring 2020. 
Early phase BRC studies of new potential therapeutics for Parkinsons and Motor Neuron disease 
developed at the Sheffield Institute for Translational Neuroscience (SITraN) are being conducted in 
the NIHR Clinical Research Facility (CRF) at RHH and already showing great promise.  Strategic 
planning for renewal and further development of the BRC beyond the end date of the current NIHR 
award in 2022 is already underway.    
 
2.  Cancer Clinical Trials Centre (CCTC) 
Professor Jon Wadsley, consultant clinical oncologist at STHFT and Honorary Professor at TUoS, has 
been appointed as the Clinical Director of CCTC.  In addition, Dr Nana Theodorou has been 
appointed as CCTC Manager, taking up the position in November 2018.  Nana joins the CCTC from 
the joint STHFT/TUoS Clinical Research and Innovation office (CRIO) where she worked as Research 
and Innovation coordinator.  These appointments form a key part of the ongoing strategic 
development of CCTC, including progressing joint STHFT/TUoS governance of CCTC and closer 
integration with the NIHR CRF, CRIO and other infrastructure supporting clinical research at STHFT. 
 
3.  Health and Care Partnership 
Building on discussions over the future of health and social care, STHFT, TUoS and Sheffield Hallam 
University have initiated a partnership to build a strong collective position on health research and 
innovation and workforce development in the region, addressing regional needs.  It is intended that 
additional regional partners will join the collaboration in due course.   
 
Pump priming funding of three collaborative research projects has been awarded following two 
sandpit style events, addressing challenges related to frailty and multimorbidity.  A second funding 
round is planned for later this year.  A first meeting of a shadow board to formalise the terms of 
reference for the partnership and scope the first year of activities was held in Dec 2018 chaired by 
Sir Andrew Cash.  We are also pleased to report that Elizabeth Philpots, currently Head of Research 
and Impact at the Association of Medical Research Charities has been appointed into a one year role 
as Partnership manager to oversee delivery. Liz will take up her position in March. 
 
4.  Trainee Nurse Associate programme 

The South Yorkshire Trainee Nurse Associate programme (for which STHFT are the lead partner) 
commenced 7th January 2019 with a cohort of 138 trainees (61 from STHFT). The first 2 weeks 
induction has been very positively evaluated by all. A highlight was a presentation by Chris Pointon, 
Co-founder of the #hellomynameis campaign. This was attended by trainees and representatives 
from all partner, South Yorkshire Region Excellence Centre and Health Education England. 
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Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre 
 
The Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre is now in the process of being built with the steel frame in 
place. The Centre remains on track on for completion in Autumn 2019 and we a continue setting up 
the partnership and stakeholder arrangements. 
 
University Partnership Working 
 
Sheffield Hallam University, The University of Sheffield and Sheffield Hospitals Trust are funding a 
project manager role for 12 months to undertake a project to examine how the universities and 
health providers of Sheffield might work more effectively together to carryout major projects across 
the region, including the acquisition of funding, and the promotion of shared research and 
innovation. Dr Liz Philpot has accepted the position and starts early March 2019. Dr Philpot will 
spend her time equally divided between the two universities whilst she undertakes her scoping 
work. 
 
Recruitment to courses for the Health Professions 
 
Despite the national picture which is showing some undergraduate recruitment is being squeezed 
overall our undergraduate courses for the range of health professional courses we provide retain the 
usual high level of interest.  
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